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Abstract 
 
Flying in ”heavier-than-air vehicles” has been possible since 1903, when the Wright 
brothers first flew. The pilots were usually men, and their number in this field is still 
outstanding today. However as early as 1910, the press reported about women who 
had learned to fly. The first woman was Lilly Steinschneider who held pilot’s licence 
No. 4 in Austria–Hungary. Jolán V. Tóth was the second lady to make a name for 
herself in aviation. She obtained her pilot’s licence No. 449 in the Kingdom of Hun-
gary in 1928. The main topic of the study is the lives of the first and second female 
pilots in Hungary and their connection to aviation. My main research focuses on their 
appearance in the press: the events they were reported on, and the way they were por-
trayed at the time and later. The main question of the study is which of them can be 
called the first Hungarian female pilot and why? In fact, due to their life situations 
and environments, both of them could be considered the first. 
 
Keywords: Woman, aviation, female pilots 
 
 

Introduction 
 
In the early 1900s, the means to fly was successfully achieved. The ”Age of the 
Pioneers” (lasting from 1900 to 1914) was a time when aircraft were still being 
tested and developed. Most of the engineers and pilots were men, but there 
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were a few women who took a chance. As a woman, it was very difficult to 
take part in flying. When women flew it was primarily as passengers, and it 
was highly unusual to see a young woman board a plane alongside the pilot. 
Because of this there were many women who wanted to try their hand at flying. 

In my work though, I focus mainly on events in Hungary. My aim is to 
present the lives and activities of the first two female pilots. How were they 
treated by the press and how did they shape aviation? Lilly Steinschneider 
was the first female pilot in Austria–Hungary to obtain her pilot’s license. She 
worked with the pilots of Rákosmező and they took part in many flying com-
petitions together. This gave Steinschneider her fame. Jolán V. Tóth was the 
first woman in the Kingdom of Hungary to hold a pilot’s license. Both women 
were epochal. In this paper, I examine their lives and flying activities as no 
comprehensive work has been done on them. I investigate their press cover-
age and participation in events. The research questions are the following: who 
were able to participate in specific flying events and how were they able to 
participate in these flying days? I address the question of why both women 
are considered pioneers, how this conflict was resolved, and how popular 
each of them was. 

Both women had different family backgrounds and social environments. 
As a result, the outcome was very different. Their reputation and media cov-
erage were influenced by their environment and Hungary’s situation before 
and after World War I. Based on the sources, it will be evident that Lilly Stein-
schneider appeared in the press more frequently, but her reputation was al-
ways ambiguous. Jolán V. Tóth received less press attention, but her reputa-
tion was of a different nature. 
 
 

Literature review 
 
There has been no study of the women discussed in my work. One reason was 
the paucity of sources. The archives of Jolán V. Tóth that are held in the Hun-
garian Museum of Technology and Transport contain her identity cards and 
her own memoirs. The memoirs are objective in tone and free of ideology, but 
should be treated with serious criticism. The Museum’s sources for Lilly Stein-
schneider are even poorer with no surviving sources for the pilot teacher. The 
museologist Pál Rév tried to contact the then living pilot teacher to jointly rec-
ord Steinschneider’s life and flying activities, but the project failed for un-
known reasons. 

For these reasons, the newspapers, magazines and daily newspapers are 
the best sources for tracing the activities of the two women. In my work, I will 
refer mainly to the daily newspapers Pesti Napló, Budapesti Hírlap, Pesti Hírlap 
and the official journal of the Hungarian Aero Association, Aero magazine. 
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These newspapers must be treated with due criticism because each journal 
has its own objective, and theme on the basis of how it treats the news. How-
ever, they were necessary to guide the pilot trainer’s activities. 

There is no secondary work on the lives of the two women, so I could not 
use any secondary sources in Hungarian. The literature used in this study is 
mainly from the general information section, the various works on the history 
of aviation. Thus, the work of Csanádi, Nagyváradi and Winkler (1974) on the 
history of Hungarian aviation must also be treated with criticism. 
 
 

The beginning of Hungarian aviation 
 
Hungarian aviation is characterized by unbroken enthusiasm as much as suc-
cess. Many people in the Austro-Hungarian Empire also took up flying. How-
ever, the situation of pilots in Hungary was not favourable as they did not 
receive any support from the government despite a number of efforts to get 
that support.1 On 17 October 1909, Louis Blériot gave a demonstration in Bu-
dapest. This event was of such interest that it drew about 200,000 people.2 It 
is difficult to find a press agency that did not report on the event.3 The first 
international air contest was held in our country with the initial momentum. 
It took place in 1910 and lasted for 10 days.4 However, enthusiasm and money 
soon ran out for Hungarian aviation. Therefore at Rákosmező aerodrome per-
sistent pilots kept Hungarian aviation alive. Those few pilots sacrificed eve-
rything for their passion and to make Hungarian aviation popular.5 The de-
velopment of aviation in Austria-Hungary was accelerated by the approach 
of World War I, and the state of war.6 
 
 

The first Hungarian woman pilot 

One such pilot was Lilly Steinschneider who was born on 13 January 1891 into 
a wealthy Israelite family. Her father was a furniture maker and ran a success-
ful business, so she had a carefree childhood. At that time, it was not a novelty 
for a woman to learn to drive a car.7 Steinschneider took part in the aforemen-
tioned aviation events, but only as a spectator. She saw Blériot fly and 

 
1 CSANÁDI, NAGYVÁRADI and WINKLER 1974, 19. 
2 TÓTH 2018, 111–112. 
3 Abaúj-Kassa Közlöny 19.10.1909, 1. 
4 CSANÁDI, NAGYVÁRADI AND WINKLER 1974, 37. 
5 CSANÁDI, NAGYVÁRADI AND WINKLER 1974, 21–34. 
6 CSANÁDI, NAGYVÁRADI AND WINKLER 1974, 56. 
7 RÉV 1971, 103. 
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watched the 1910 international air race. It was after this that she decided to 
learn to fly.8 Her family was initially against what they considered a danger-
ous sport, but she persisted, and her family accepted her decision.9 She did 
not have the opportunity to learn how to fly at the airport in Rákosmező, so 
she began learning at the airport in Wiener Neustadt.10 Unlike the aviators at 
the airport in Rákosmező, Steinschneider fortunately was supported by her 
father and had no financial problems. On September 26, 1911, the Pesti Hírlap 
mentioned that Ilner, a pilot from Vienna, had a new student, Lilly Stein-
schneider.11 

Steinschneider, like other women, first appeared as a passenger on air-
planes. József Sablatnig set a record for flying with passengers, taking 3 pas-
sengers with him, including Steinschneider. Opinions differ as to whether 
they took off at an altitude of 5 or 6 metres.12 As the presence of women was 
unusual in aviation, Steinschneider did not play a major role at the airport, 
but her enthusiasm never waned.13 She also had several accidents, and during 
practice when she was flying alone she collided with her partner, but was not 
seriously injured.14 Steinschneider also took part in her first air race but only 
as a passenger with Vollmöller15 as her pilot. Interestingly, she was so light in 
weight that she had to be accompanied by a 75 kg sandbag. Even then, it was 
a sensation for the public.16 

After long and difficult flights and a lot of practice, Lilly took the pilot’s 
exam in August 1912 in which she did very well.17 On 15 August 1912, she 
had to make 5 eights in the air and then land. A few days later, Steinschneider 
said that there was a danger in the test, because after the test, she noticed that 
”at an altitude of 150–200 metres the rubber hose of the petrol tank separated 
from the engine and the petrol began to pour out in an instant jet. The young 
lady, however, had the presence of mind to tap the line sideways with one 
hand. Fortunately, it was just in the nick of time because the first jet of petrol 
on the overheated engine had already been lit.”18 Steinschneider passed the 

 
8 RÉV 1971, 103. 
9 BERKES AND SZERÉNYI 2008. 
10 REV 1971, 104. 
11 Pesti Hírlap 26.09.1911, 12. 
12 Budapesti Hírlap 27.09.1911, 11. 
13 Nemzeti Sport 10.12.1911, 12. 
14 Pesti Hírlap 05.03.1912, 10. 
15 Probably Hans Robert Vollmöller (1889–1917), designer and pilot. In 1917, his plane 
crashed during a test flight and he died. 
16 Friss Újság 29.06.1912, 4. 
17 Pesti Hírlap 08.08.1912, 9. 
18 Az Ujság 18.08.1912, 12. 
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exam and obtained her pilot’s certificate No. 4 in Hungarian from the Hun-
garian Aero Club.19 In later press releases, she was often attacked because of 
her origins, saying that she was not the first Hungarian pilot because she was 
Austrian and her pilot’s certificate was Austrian, but this was obviously not 
true.20 
 
 

Steinschneider’s participation in Aviation Days 
 
Steinschneider’s first public appearance was on 20 August 1912, at the St. Ste-
phen’s Day air race. This was the first such event at Rákosmező Airport. Al-
ready on 10 August 1912, there were rumours of Steinschneider’s entry, but 
at that time it was only said that she might enter.21 A few days later, the news-
papers reported that after a long discussion, Steinschneider had been invited 
to the air race.22 The debate was whether to invite people who were not di-
rectly pilots at the airport in Rákosmező, and the people hoped that the event 
would bring together pilots from the countries of the Monarchy. However, 
only Steinschneider and another Croatian aviator, Mercep23 were invited.24 
Steinschneider confirmed that she was coming.25 It was a special event that 
the first Hungarian female pilot was also taking part in the competition.26 The 
majority of the press reported on Steinschneider’s arrival and her invitation, 
as well as that the purpose of this was propaganda to attract attention and 
publicity since everyone was curious about Stein-schneider. From this, it can 
be deduced that she was more of a curiosity than to be judged for her flying 
abilities. Lilly had arrived the day before the race, and the aviators had gone 
to the station to receive her.27 The St. Stephen’s Day air race began at around 
4 p.m.28 The race did not bring any success for her, as her plane did not arrive 
on time and she was unable to fly. The big attraction was cancelled and the 
first Hungarian woman pilot did not fly. Nevertheless, Steinschneider wear-
ing her pilot’s dress was greeted with a great cheer.29 

 
19 Dunántúl 17.08.1912. 6.; Rév 1971, 104. 
20 Debreczeni Újság 23.11.1930, 7; Budapesti Hírlap 07.11.1930, 8. 
21 Budapesti Hírlap 10.08.1912, 4. 
22 Budapesti Hírlap 15.08.1912, 8. 
23 Mihailo Merćep (1867–1937) was a Serbian-Croatian cyclist and pilot. 
24 Pesti Hírlap 16.08.1912, 12. 
25 Friss Újság 16.08.1912, 3.  
26 Alföldi Ellenzék 20.08.1912, 2. 
27 Friss Újság 20.08.1912, 8.  
28 Népszava 20.08.1912, 7. 
29 Budapesti Hírlap 22.08.1912, 10. 
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Most newspapers, however, described the day as a struggle, which was 
watched by about 50,000 people. 30  Several newspapers reported that the 
crowd was disappointed and outraged by the events, and that Steinschnei-
der’s failure to fly was a contributing factor.31 By not being able to fly, she also 
lost out on the prize money that was awarded to the winners of the various 
competitions. It was suggested that she might then be compensated for with 
some kind of gift, but it is not clear whether she actually received it. However, 
it was not the gift that was the main focus of this article, but rather the criti-
cisms levelled at her. Despite all this, it was appreciated that she had made 
news for Austrian aviation. She always praised Austrian pilots and was proud 
of them. There was also a dubious article in which Steinschneider praised 
Hungarian pilots, but it turned out that it was not written by her.32 They also 
criticized her for wanting to take off in an Austrian Etrich plane in the Hun-
garian air race.33 The newspaper Újság wrote a serious one-page long article 
in which it used harsh words to describe her. They gave a detailed account of 
the increasingly impatient behaviour of the crowd and how Steinschneider 
nervously walked out and finally told the crowd that her plane had not ar-
rived. In this article, they also described what may have been the reason why 
the plane did not arrive. They criticize Steinschneider’s flying skills and de-
scribe how she took a long time to train because she struggled to fly, and by 
the time her companions were up in the sky she was still taxiing on the 
ground. They point out that Lilly was more interested in the visit of a lord  to 
the airport, than in flying. Her pilot’s test was also heavily criticized, saying 
she had nothing to show for it, and her instructor was terrified when Stein-
schneider flew. The author of the article also criticized the fact that the Buda-
pest papers and the general public gave her so much attention. He claims that 
Steinschneider knew her plane would not arrive, but came anyway and pre-
tended to be ready to fly. In the article it is stated that Steinschneider only 
harms Hungarian aviation.34 

The articles written after the air show were in a disappointed tone, but 
there is no evidence of any kind for the above statements. It is a fact that Lilly 
Steinschneider took a long time to pass her pilot’s test, but this may be due to 
the fact that she was treated differently because she was a woman. 

The Hungarian public saw Steinschneider for the first time on 6 October 
1912. This was the flying day in Nagyvárad where she finally managed to take 
off and prove to the critics that she could fly. This event, however, did not 
receive the same press coverage as the big air race in Budapest. In the columns 

 
30 Pesti Napló 22.08.1912, 4. 
31 Pécsi Napló 22.08.1912, 5. 
32 Pesti Hírlap 30.08.1912, 9. 
33 Budapesti Hírlap 30.08.1912, 5. 
34 Az Ujság 01.09.1912, 8. 



 
 
 
 
 

WOMAN IN THE AIR…                                                169 

 

of the Pesti Hírlap, journalists defended her against the harsh criticism as she 
flew very well in Nagyvárad. She flew twice, once for twenty minutes and 
then for fifteen minutes. The audience was very happy to welcome Stein-
schneider.35 

The 1913 St. Stephen’s Day air race was much better than the previous 
year. The public was eager to see Hungarian aviators compete in various 
events.36 Steinschneider entered the competition, which began at 2:30 p.m. on 
August 20.37 She competed with great distinction winning several competi-
tions, and the crowd cheered her on.38 However, it was not her successes that 
made the headlines. The tabloids and the people were particularly interested 
in the various accidents, such as landings on poorly prepared ground with the 
nose of the plane tumbling. Therefore, Lilly’s fall was the most reported. The 
public was just calming down after another accident when this incident oc-
curred.39 The rescue personnel rushed to Steinschneider, but she had climbed 
out from under the wreckage and smiled as she waited for the ambulance.40 
The competition in Budapest was a success and the huge audience was 
pleased to see that Steinschneider had finally proved that she could fly. Lilly 
achieved a lot. In the endurance competition she achieved second place with 
a flight of 6 minutes 15 seconds. She also came second in overall flying by 
flying a total of 10 minutes and 7 seconds. The fastest lap race was also won 
by Steinschneider. She also received the second highest prize money among 
all the pilots, 1800 korona.41 

Critical voices were still heard. The Hungarian Aero Federation received 
serious criticism concerning the origin of Lilly Steinschneider. The scandal 
arose from the fact that on one occasion Steinschneider denied her Hungarian 
origin and had the Hungarian flag on her hangar removed.42 The Federation 
published its reply in its official journal. In his reply, Mihály Boross43 said that 
the federation considers all aviators who are Hungarian citizens as Hungari-
ans regardless of where they obtained their pilot’s license. This meant that 
they could not refuse her application or her prize. As for this specific case, 
Boross wrote that it is not possible to know why she did it, if she did it at all. 
They could not condemn her for having taken the exam in Wiener Neustadt 

 
35 Pesti Hírlap 08.10.1912, 24.  
36 Altitude, duration (in one flight), duration (total flight) speed, landing, fastest eight.  
37 Magyarország 15.08.1913, 9. 
38 Pesti Hírlap 22.08.1913, 36. 
39 Magyarország 22.08.1913, 6. 
40 Pesti Napló 22.08.1913, 15. 
41 A Motor 24.08.1913, 8. Contemporary Hungarian currency. 
42 Pécsi Napló 24.08.1913, 10. 
43 Mihály Boross (1877–1944) writer, journalist, chief engineer at MÁV (Hungarian 
State Railways).  
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as the situation in Hungarian aviation was bad,44 so those who wanted to take 
the exam should go elsewhere.45   

Steinschneider participated in several air races such as an air show that 
was held in Aspern. In the press, she was mainly mentioned because of this 
accident since she did not achieve any other results with her weak aircraft. 
Steinschneider has also crashed her plane due to engine failure and landed 
outside the airport. The spectators watched the unfortunate pilot with con-
cern, but apart from a few minor bruises she was not seriously injured.46 In 
1914 she also took part in the Aspern air race where she and aviator Viktor 
Wittmann represented Hungary.47 The air race lasted several days on 28 June 
Steinschneider flew again almost colliding with a plane circling above her. 
However, the competition did not make the news, as the assassination at-
tempt in Sarajevo arrived towards the end of the competition, affecting eve-
rything.48 The proximity and uncertainty of war and the uncertainty had a 
negative impact on the atmosphere of the air race. At that time, it was only 
written that Steinschneider would also appear at the air race.49 

Steinschneider’s career as a pilot ended at the end of the First World War 
despite the fact that she had offered her services to the military command. The 
biggest obstacle to her military service was her father who no longer allowed 
her to fly in the military.50 Another reason she did not continue flying after 
the war was that she married. She married an Austrian aristocrat of Japanese 
descent, János Coudenhove-Kalergi.51 Since Steinschneider could not fly, she 
became a nurse in a hospital on the Russian front where she met her husband 
whom she nursed back to health.52 

Little information is available about the rest of Steinschneider’s life. She 
had a daughter, had to flee because of her Jewish background, and divorced 
her husband. The first female Hungarian pilot died in Nice, France in 1977.53 
 
 
 
 

 
44 The pilots did not get any money from the government. They had to support theselves. 
45 A Magyar Aero Szövetség hivatalos lapja 01.09.1913, 10–11. 
46 Friss Újság 24.06.1913, 1; A Magyar Aero Szövetség Hivatalos Lapja 01.09.1913, 9–10. 
47 Magyarország 21.06.1914, 21. 
48 Budapesti Hírlap 28.06.1914, 11–12. 
49 Magyarország 26.07.1914, 26. 
50 BERKES AND SZERÉNYI 2008.  
51 Az Ujság 24.11.1916, 12. János Coudenhove-Kalergi was a nobleman of Japanese descent, 
brother of Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi. I could not find any information about his life. 
52 Pesti Napló 21.11.1916, 10. 
53 BERKES AND SZERÉNYI 2008. 
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The change 
 
The First World War affected all aspects of life with military interests taking 
centre stage. Civil aviation ceased and aircraft were used to fight the war. The 
majority of male aviators were assigned to the air force, and because of this it 
was still possible to continue to work in aviation.54 There were a few attempts 
and on a few occasions there were rumours that women would take part in 
the war. It was reported that an English woman was arrested for begging 
French pilots to take her with them to the front.55 

The Austro–Hungarian Empire emerged from the First World War as a 
loser, and ceased to exist. The Treaty of Trianon not only annexed territories 
but also restricted the use and production of weapons of a new type for the 
war.56 In the turbulent period that followed the war, most of the aircraft were 
taken and destroyed by the Romanian invaders although a few could be 
saved. The role of aviation shows also changed. They were used to showcase 
the new developments of and possibilities in aviation and aircraft. The main 
purpose of these shows was no longer to just promote aviation but also to raise 
money.57 However, aviation still developed even if for a time within limits. 
 
 

The first female pilot after Trianon 
 
Jolán V. Tóth is considered Hungary’s first female pilot. Her self-written 
memoirs can be found in the Hungarian Museum of Technology and 
Transport. She was born on 17 March 1896 in Budapest. Tóth’s father was a 
railwayman, and he introduced her to machinery as a child. After her father’s 
death, she and her family moved to Bratislava, where she learned to drive a 
locomotive. She and her brother, who was a mechanical engineer, were deeply 
involved in the development of technology. Her brother died early, leaving 
her and her mother alone. She took a job at the post office, and after the Treaty 
of Trianon, they had to move back to Budapest.58 She then married Zoltán Vo-
loszynovich. By her own admission though, they did not get along well and 
divorced.59 

 
54 LEBOW 2003, 20. 
55 Pesti Hírlap 29.04.1914, 10. 
56 ROMSICS 2023, 112–165. 
57 TÓTH 2018, 125. 
58 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 1–5. 
59 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 6. 
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Like Steinscheider, Tóth started her career in driving. In 1928 she obtained 
her driving license. However, she was also interested in the development of 
flying. The MOVE aviation department, founded in 1929, offered a course in 
gliding, so, in the spring of 1929, Tóth and 16 other male students took a 
course in Budaörs.60 This was not enough for her though, so she immediately 
enrolled in Érd where a course in piloting was advertised. Here, too, she was 
alone among her male companions.  

Each student was assigned to an instructor and trained on his plane. [...] I 
had György Endresz61 as my instructor in the autumn, when I could finally 
start learning to fly. Then in the spring, when Endresz was called to America 
to prepare for an oceanic flight, I was assigned to other instructors.62After En-
dresz’s departure, a new commander, Tibor Bistits, was appointed to head the 
training. She continued her studies under close supervision, and in time she 
was able to fly on her own. She complained about the school’s equipment and 
lack of funds, describing two major incidents. 63  One in which she almost 
crashed into a herd of cows, and another in which she almost crashed in the 
Danube. She managed to escape both occasions, since she was able to restart 
the engine.64 

On November 6, 1930, Jolán V. Tóth successfully passed her exam in front 
of the Hungarian Aero Association, the Aviation Office, and the Association 
of Sport Pilots of the Technical University of Budapest.65 Her pilot’s licence 
number was 449. The following was the best reporting that Jolán received by 
the press.66 ”The test required that to make five eights at an altitude of 200 
meters, climb to an altitude of 2000 meters, approach the landing site by glid-
ing and land at a predetermined place.”67 There was also talk of her compet-
ing in the international flying competition in Röhni the next year.68 However, 
I have not found any information about this in the later press material or in 
her memoirs. 

 
60 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 7. 
61 György Endresz (1893–1932) was a pilot and the first Hungarian to fly across the 
Atlantic Ocean. He died in a plane crash in Rome. 
62 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 10. 
63 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 10–12. 
64 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 13–15. 
65 Aviatika 01.01.1931, 35. 
66 Új Barázda 07.11.1930, 3. 
67 Magyarság 07.11.1930, 9. 
68 8 órai újság 08.11.1930, 6. 
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After the exam, Gyula Gömbös, the Prime Minister,69 spoke with her and 
assured her that she would not have any difficulties concerning flying, be-
cause the government would support her financially.70 In 1931 she was admit-
ted as an honorary member to the World Federation of American Women. 
Thereafter, she continued flying until May 2, 1932. On that day, her former 
instructor and friend, György Endresz was involved in a flying accident and 
died. Jolán’s mother tearfully begged her daughter to give up flying. Bowing 
to parental pressure, Jolán stopped flying. 71  I found articles from several 
newspapers dated to 1935 which reported they wrote that she gave a lecture 
on flying at a meeting of the Hungarian Writers’ Circle.72 This lecture did in-
deed take place.73 In 1933, she returned to work at the post office, and worked 
there until her retirement in 1959.74 There is no further information on her 
later life, either from the press or from other sources. Even the date of her 
death is uncertain; presumably, she died in 1991.75 
 
 

Lilly Steinschneider and Jolán V. Tóth: who was first? 
 
The press contends that Jolán Tóth V. was the first female pilot,76 although      
she was not. She was referred to as ”the first” because Lilly Steinschneider 
was the first female pilot in Austria–Hungary, and, as mentioned above, seri-
ous doubts were raised about her heritage. The Hungarians particularly 
wanted her to be Hungarian. This is why they wrote that Lilly Steinschneider 
was the first Hungarian pilot’s apprentice. There was no question about the 
heritage of Jolán Tóth V. Another reason was the changed situation. Jolán was 
indeed the first female pilot instructor of the recently independent and auton-
omous Hungary. She became the first woman of the Kingdom of Hungary to 
have an official pilot’s license. Usually, the press treated Steinschneider and 
Tóth equally. Steinschneider is mostly referred to as Austrian while Tóth is 
referred to as Hungarian.77 Newspaper articles with a negative tone, however, 
increased. It was written that Steinschneider flew little and gave up early.78 In 
the Magyarság magazine, Dr. Tamás Bán devoted an entire article on female 

 
69 Gyula Gömbös (1886–1936) was Prime Minister of Hungary from 1932 until his death. 
70 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 17–18. 
71 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 21.  
72 Pesti Napló 12.04.1935. 10 
73 Pesti Napló 17.04.1935. 10. 
74 MMKM KEZ 593 V. Tóth Jolán a második magyar pilótanő visszaemlékezései, 22–23.  
75 UNGÁR 2010, 14. 
76 Magyar Hírlap, 07.11.1930, 3. 
77 Debreczeni Újság 23.11.1930, 7. 
78 Budapesti Hírlap 07.11.1930, 8. 
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aviators. In his article, Steinschneider was also mentioned, who with great 
determination ”stumbled through” the Vienna airport, and ”she even entered 
a competition.” The main problem here was Steinschneider’s origin: ”Lilly 
was Austrian and had won her certificate from the Austrian Aero Club, so we 
could not claim her as our own.” The paper mentions some pioneering 
women, such as Baroness De Laroche,79 but argues that so far, only foreign 
news of female aviators has come from abroad. The article highly praises 
Jolán, saying that she is the bravest female pilot who stuck to her goal and 
saved Hungarian aviation.80 However, the primacy of the two women is with-
out a doubt due to the political and social situation, so they can both, in a 
sense, be regarded as the first. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
In my work, I have attempted to present the lives and aviation activities of 
these two women through press sources and archival sources. The personali-
ties and influence of these two women are radically different, due to the fact 
that they lived in different political and social environments. The work itself 
is a comprehensive study of the lives of these two female pilots. Since no com-
prehensive detailed work has been done on them, the research provides a use-
ful basis for further research. It is also important to visit other archives where 
information about the female pilots may be found, but such extensive research 
is beyond the scope of this thesis. 

In Lilly Steinschneider’s era, air shows played a much greater role. Due to 
their poor living conditions, pilots had to make flying a spectacle for the pub-
lic and organize large shows in order to support themselves and the airport. 
For this reason, Lilly Steinschneider was able to participate in many more 
events than Jolán V. Tóth, which increased her fame. Her press coverage was 
extensive. The novelty of aviation made it an interesting spectacle, and the 
sight of airplanes quickly attracted crowds. As a result of these events, her 
name appeared much more frequently in the press, and she was even men-
tioned in later press reports, albeit only in a single extensive. Furthermore, 
there are numerous attempts on various internet portals to explore and de-
scribe her life, but these are of questionable authenticity. However, there is a 
clear demand to learn more about the life and work of Lilly Steinschneider. 
The popularity of Jolán V. Tóth is less easy to reconstruct, as little is known 
about her life. Her pilot’s license received a lot of publicity, but, as I have ex-
plained above, Lilly Steinschneider’s thoughts often appeared there as well. 

 
79 Baroness De Laroche (1882–1919) was the first female pilot. She crashed and died in 1919. 
80 BÁN 1930a, 15. 
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Her pilot’s license was also interesting because, following the Treaty of Tri-
anon, due to the country’s domestic and foreign policy trends, it was neces-
sary to emphasize her origins and her primacy. After that, however, articles 
about her became scarce, and her name only appeared occasionally in later 
years. Her name appears in a few paragraphs in airport memoirs or on anni-
versaries, but she does not have the same resonance as her predecessor. This 
may be because flying had become commonplace and a sport for people, and 
also because of the fact that the status of women had changed. It was no longer 
so surprising or unusual for a woman to try her hand at a male–dominated 
profession. 

The two women are certainly both firsts, but they differ in terms of popu-
larity. As was evident, Steinschneider Lilly was able to achieve much greater 
star status than V. Tóth Jolán. Apart from the differences in their lives, age, 
and flying, both women demonstrated something important to people of their 
time and today: they were both pioneers as women in an era and profession 
that was dangerous and prestigious for men. 
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